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      Tony Jacobsen announced his 
resignation as assistant principal and 
athletic director of Ironwood Ridge 
effective at the end of his contract on 
Jun. 30.
      Jacobsen hasn’t decided what he 
will do after he leaves Ironwood Ridge.
     “I honestly do not have plans yet. I 
have a lot of ideas in my head, but I do 
not yet have a plan,” said Jacobsen.  
     Jacobsen admits his job is very 
stressful and he has to take a lot of 
work home. 
     He has two teenage boys and said 
he needs to spend more time with his 
family. 
     Previously, he was a math teacher 
at CDO and an Instructional Support 
Leader for the Amphi District.  
     He said this was not an easy 
decision and became emotional when 
talking about how hard it will be for 
him to leave the students at Ironwood. 
     Jacobsen is admired by his 
colleagues and the students.
      Terri Amonson, assistant principal, 
said, “He is dedicated to education in 
all areas, not just athletics.”
     Amonson said that Jacobsen is 
funny, kind, a true team player, and 
quick thinking. 
     He taught her to have more fun and 
enjoy the little things. 
     Football Coach Matt Johnson said 
Jacobsen is loyal and compassionate. 
He has good memories with Jacobsen 
and considers him a friend.
     “He is always optimistic,” said 

Johnson. “He tries to see and hear all 
sides of a situation.”
     Johnson said Jacobsen has a done a 
great job for the kids and coaches. 
     Jack Graham, freshman football 
player, admires Jacobsen. 
     “He’s done a lot for our sports 
program, and I’m sad he’s resigning,” 
said Graham.
     Jacobsen is going to miss the people 
and the kids.
     His coworkers noted that whoever 
takes his place has “big shoes to fill.” 
     While the resignation came as a 
shock, Amonson put it in perspective.
     “Changes happen. This decision is 
what’s best for him,” Amonson said.
     Jacobsen made an important impact 
on the school and has always been 
reliable and trustworthy, Johnson said. 
     “I love my job. I really do. I’ve 
loved working at Ironwood Ridge, and 
being in athletics, and working with 
teachers and coaches. I’ve absolutely 
loved my time here,” said Jacobsen. 
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Jacobsen oversees athletics and clubs and 
enjoys working with students, teachers, and 
parents. He has worked at IRHS since 2014.
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Students learn and prepare for standardized tests throughout the course of the year. This year’s 
AzMERIT scores will be in effect for the next three years even after the switch to the ACT test .

School earns ‘B’ after appeal granted

Resignation shocks school

Alorah Losano / Danae Cuaron
Assistant Editors

     Ironwood Ridge is a ‘B’ school. 
     This improved grade came after the 
school appealed the initial grade of ‘C’ 
to the Arizona Dept. of Education. 
     Schools in Arizona are ranked on 
student performance on the AZMerit 
test, the improvement of these scores, 
college and career readiness, gradua-
tion rates, English Language Develop-
ment, and Special Education.
     “AZMerit scores are definitely a part 
of our overall school ranking; they’re 
also part of teacher ranking,” said Math 
Department Chairman, Doug Kautz.
     Letter grades for schools impact the 
way the community wants to donate 
in scholarships, funding opportunities, 
and enrollment. Improvements are re-
lated to an increase in graduation rates.
     In Oct., Ironwood received an initial 
letter grade of ‘C’. After some research, 
it was revealed that the state grade 
included results on students who trans-
ferred from Ironwood and enrolled at 
another school. This classified them as 
non-graduates. However, they were still 
counted towards Ironwood’s ranking. 
     In order to discount and remove 
these students from counting towards 
the school ranking, Registrar Kandi 
Clark documented every student who 
withdrew from Ironwood. 
     “It was not a lot of hard work, just a 

lot of data, and I was thrilled with the 
grade we received after,” said Clark.
     Because of Clark’s research, Iron-
wood was able to make an appeal to the 
State of Arizona Board of Education, 
ultimately raising the school ranking 
from a ‘C’ to a ‘B’.  These results were 
made public in late December. 
     Ironwood is now eight points away 
from achieving an ‘A’ score. 
     The letter grade Ironwood receives 
for the 2018-19 school year is vital 
because it will apply for the next three 
years. After this year, Ironwood is go-
ing to stop administering the AZMerit 
test and replace it with the ACT. 
     “These scores are very important 
because they are locked for the next 
three years since we’re switching to the 
ACT,” said English Dept.Chairperson 
Jenny Een.
     This new test will be given out to 
juniors this year as a pilot in order for 
the state to measure how effectively it 
tests students. Juniors will be able to 
submit these ACT scores to colleges 
and universities with their applications.  
     It is frustrating for many to think of 
Ironwood as a ‘C’ school because it is 
unrealistic in every other aspect.  
     Ironwood is one of the few schools 
that has accomplished the trifecta, a 
school that excels in the three areas of 
academics, athletics, and fine arts. 
     Trifecta schools do not typically re-
ceive unfavorable letter grades, but the 

basis on which schools are ranked does 
not seem to consider other factors. 
     Principal Matt Munger, said,  “We 
have it all,  but the state looks at these 
other variables.” 
     Parents look at a school’s grade, 
when determining what school their 
children will attend.     
     A higher ranked school will usually 
attract a more open enrollment stu-
dents, which increases school funding.
    The State of Arizona provides ad-
ditional funding for each student. 
     Kautz said, “We get a lot of our 
funding from open enrollment students. 
[For] every student that comes here, 

we get money from the government to 
teach that student.”  
     The hope is that this year’s AZMerit 
scores allow Ironwood to achieve a let-
ter grade of ‘A’ which could lead to an 
increase in funding and scholarships.  
     Students generally don’t concern 
themselves with this letter grade, 
primarily because they don’t believe it 
directly affects them. 
That is not the case when they are ap-
plying for college admissions. 
“Colleges and universities look at the 
school ranking during the application 
process to aid them in deciding who 
they admit,” said Een. 

Varsity football coach resigns
Riley Weymer / Chloe Nelson
Beginning Reporters 

     On Jan. 10, Varsity Football Coach 
Matt Johnson announced his resignation. 
     Johnson was a major part of 
Ironwood Ridge and served the com-
munity successfully for ten years. 
     He said his decision to leave was 
not made out of anger or frustration but 
rather out of a desire for change. 
     “To those that are upset, you know, 
we all make decisions. We hope that 
those decisions never negatively impact 
others, but when they do, we hope that 
they move forward,” Johnson said.
     Tony Jacobsen, athletic director and 
assistant principal, worked closely with 
Johnson over the years. Jacobsen spoke 
highly of Johnson and believes his 
legacy will continue. 
     “I think he is the most outstanding 
that a coach could possibly be. His 
impact on this school was incredible 
because of how he treated players and 
parents. He will be missed, and the 

school will continue to thrive because 
of how he taught us,” said Jacobsen. 
     Johnson teams were in the state 
playoffs every year he coached. In 
2012, they won the state championship. 
     “I’ve been blessed with a lot of 
incredible kids,” said Johnson. 
     He said his greatest achievement as 
a coach was seeing kids graduate who 
probably wouldn’t have been able to 
graduate without sports. 
     Over 40 of his players earned schol-
arships to play college football. 
     “I was personally lucky to have him 
as a coach. He not only pushed us ath-
letically but academically,” said senior 
Drew Cook, who signed with CSU-
Pueblo to play football.
     The positive impact he made on stu-
dents and parents will be remembered. 
     “I appreciate what he has done for 
me and how he has bettered me as a 
football player and a man. I thank him 
for pushing me and always giving me 
the opportunity to showcase,” said 
senior Daniel Cuaron.

Photo courtesy Tucson.com
Johnson took his team to state playoffs ever year. In 2012, they were the State Champions.
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     A new year. A new semester. A new 
staff. 
     A group of journalism students 
spent last semester in Mrs. Rouille’s 
classroom learning how to conduct 
interviews, research stories and write in 
a journalistic way for Iron Quill. 
     From guidance and help from the 
advanced staff, myself, Jordan and 
Naseem, the beginning staff has merged 
with us, and now we are all in the 
newspaper lab, learning the ins and outs 
of production. 
     This issue was entirely and 
completely researched and written by 
our amazing beginning staff. 
     Over the past two months, I have 
seen our beginning staffers learn to 
write in a way that is unique to them. I 
have seen them discover their passion 
for journalism, just like I did last year 
when I was on the beginning staff. 
    I was on the beginning staff last year, 
so I know what it feels like. Being stuck 
in a tiny room, not knowing anyone, not 
knowing what you’re even doing there...
it’s terrifying. But I had a great mentor 
and made some amazing friends; now 
I consider the newspaper lab a second 
home. 
     Last year when the advanced staff 
told us how amazing it was to see your 
name, in print, at the top of something 
you worked so hard on, I obviously 
didn’t believe them. 
     I thought they were just trying 
to hype it up to get us to meet our 
deadlines. All those notes, interviews, 
and endless edits aside, it was worth it 
when I saw my first byline. While on a 
high school newspaper staff now, I hope 
for it to be in the New York Times ten 
years from now. 
     I can only hope the new staffers will 
feel the same way as they have worked 
so hard these last couple months. 
     When I chose this class in eighth 
grade, I knew I would love it.
     Most six-year-olds want to be an 
actress or astronaut, but my dream was 
always to be a journalist. Ever since 
I could remember, I watched news 
anchors on TV in amazement, not even 
understanding what they were saying, 
but still dreaming of the day I could be 
one myself.
    I find myself so lucky to have found 
something I am so passionate about at 
such a young age. 
     Press, travel, broadcast, or sports...I 
know that writing is what I want to do 
no matter the platform. 
     For those of you reading who have 
absolutely no idea what you want to 
do after graduation, try something. Try 
many things. 
     Try drawing, constructing, debating 
because eventually you will find 
something that makes you feel more 
complete than you ever thought 
possible. 
     That’s when you know you found 
your passion. 
     I plan to be an editor for the Iron 
Quill for the rest of my high school 
career. This class has already given me 
so many friendships, experiences and 
memories I will forever be grateful for. 

Iron Quill Staff

CPR education for seniors

Andrew Rutherford
Beginning Reporter

December 12  
There was a hit and run collision 
reported between two vehicles in the 
student parking lot. There are no 
suspects.

December 14 
Property damage due to a motor vehicle 
collision was reported and information 
was exchanged.

December 18 
There was a hit and run collision 
reported. Both students left the scene 
but later returned to exchange 
information.
 
January 16
A female sophomore and a female 
freshman were engaged in an alterca-
tion. 
Administration handled the discipline.
 
January 17
A sophomore male and a sophomore  
female were engaged in an altercation. 
Administration handled the discipline.

December 21
A parent was seen driving recklessly 
through the student parking lot. She was 
stopped, given a warning, and found 
to be trespassing on school property. 

The same parent was again driving on 
school property. The parent was 
arrested for trespassing.

January 15 
A motor vehicle collision was reported 
in the student parking lot. Information 
was exchanged.

January 17
A freshman male was arrested for 
possession of drugs.

January 23 
A male student had his headphones sto-
len. On Jan. 28 the stolen headphones 
were located in the possession of an-
other student. The student was arrested.

January 30 
A motor vehicle collision was reported 
in the student parking lot. Information 
was exchanged.

January 31 
A motor vehicle collision was reported 
in the student parking lot, and informa-
tion was exchanged.

A vehicle belonging to a junior was 
broken into and a purse was stolen. 
There are no suspects.

A freshman female assaulted another 
freshman female. An investigation is 
ongoing.   

Police Beat

Aubrey Pettitt
Co Editor-in-Chief

Andrew Rutherford 
Beginning Reporter 

     There is a hidden danger prowling 
among people of all ages and health 
conditions, 
     Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) kills 
nearly 1,000 people each day.
     According to the American Heart 
Society, about 90 percent of people who 
experience an out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrest die.
     However, 45 percent of people who 
experienced an out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrest survived when a person who 
knew cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) administered aid. 
     Starting with the graduating class of 
2019, seniors will be educated on how 
to administer CPR which can ultimately 
save a life.
     Arizona recently enacted Senate Bill 
1137 which amended previous sections 
requiring educational institutions across 
the state to educate all high school 
students on how to perform CPR before 
being eligible to graduate.
     “It’s a good requirement to have 
students get exposure in administering 
CPR because you’ll never know when 
you’re going to be in a situation where 
you’ll need to use it,” Principal Matt 

Munger said.
     The training was instructed by 
Athletic Trainer George Goodridge, 
who oversees the Athletic Training and 
Sports Medicine programs. 
     Seniors were brought down to 
the library lecture hall during their 
English class last semester where they 
received an introduction to CPR using 
instructional videos and hands-on 
chest compression practice using CPR  
training manikins.
     “I believe that CPR training is 
extremely important because it can 
ultimately save someone’s life, and it’s 
a good life-saving skill to know,” said 
senior Jayden Hazel.
     Seniors also received a brief 
introduction on how to use and operate 
an automated external defibrillator 
(AED) which can diagnose and correct 
life-threatening cardiac arrhythmias.
     “It’s important that our seniors 
leave Ironwood properly educated 
and prepared to respond to either an 
emergency or disaster situation,” said 
Goodridge. 
     While seniors won’t receive a CPR 
/ AED certification, they will leave 
having the peace of mind they know 
how to perform these significant life-
saving skills.

Photo by Bonny Lundy
Seniors practice chest compressions on training manikins to fulfill a new state requirement 
that introduces students to basic life saving skills. Students were taken out of their English 
class to learn the basics of CPR under the supervision of George Goodridge, athletic trainer.  

Policy Statement
 Published six times a year, the 

student newspaper of Ironwood 
Ridge High School is a public 
forum, with its student editorial 
board making all decisions con-
cerning its contents.      

 Unsigned editorials express the 
views of the majority of the edito-
rial board and not necessarily that 
of administration.

 Letters to the editor are wel-
comed and will be published as 
space allows. 

Letters must be signed, 
although the staff may withhold 
the name on request. The paper 
also reserves the right to edit let-
ters for grammar and clarity.

 All the letters are subject to laws 
governing obscenity, libel, pri-
vacy and disruption of the school 
process, as are all contents of the 
paper.

  Opinions in letters do not 
necessarily represent those of 
the staff, nor should an opinion 
expressed in a public forum, 
be constructed as the opinion 
or policy of the administration, 
unless so attributed. 

All letters should be delivered 
to the Journalism mailbox in 
the administration building or 
dropped off at room E103 during 
the school day.
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Students build projects, prepare for career in engineering

The 411 on registration, next year’s schedule
Addison Marshall / Evelyn Sloane
Beginning Reporters

     Classes. Sports. Homework. Performances. 
     As if life isn’t busy enough, it’s time to think 
about classes for next year.
     That’s right, it’s registration time. 
     The registration process for all students 
grades 9-11, continues until the end of February. 
     Counselors visited students in their English 
classes to discuss the process of registration and 
to show them what additional classes they will 
still need to take. 
     All students need 22 credits to graduate. 
     Although this can be very stressful, choosing 
classes is very important. All students must take 
English and math for four years, science and 
social studies for three years, and one year of fine 
arts and physical education. 
     Additionally, students need to have six elective 
course credits. Modern language classes are not 
required to graduate, but they are required for 
students who want to go to four-year universities. 
     Language classes also count as electives.
     Here’s what every Nighthawk needs to know 
about registration and how to make the best 
schedule for next year.

SENIORS 
     All seniors must take a minimum of four academic 
classes, and if they wish to be a T.A. (teacher’s 
assistant), they must enroll in five classes. 
     Even though it’s the last year of high school and 
students are eager to leave, it is important to not take 
the easy road. 
     Challenge yourself. Take JTED classes or look into 
internships. 
     Pima Community College offers dual enrollment 
opportunities. 
     This means a senior can get high school and college 

credit simultaneously for taking Writing 102 and 102 
at Pima. 
     For seniors who have their own transportation, 
taking a math or English class might be a good choice. 
     Counselor Ellisa Beamish said that twelfth grade is 
the last year students have to explore all their options 
and seniors should take classes that are beneficial for 
them and based on their interests.

JUNIORS
     Next year’s juniors should think about their elective 
choices and what jobs they could prepare for. 
     All students need to take math, science, English, 
social studies, and two electives. 
     Anyone who has not yet taken two years of a 
modern language and wants to apply to a four-year 
university must start this year so they can complete 
their second year in time for graduation. 
     They should also think about opportunities for 
internships. 
     Off-campus JTED classes (Joint Technical 
Education District) are available at Ironwood, and 
juniors and seniors can take internships through their 
program. Ironwood also offers some on-campus JTED 
classes. 
     These courses include bioscience, culinary arts, 
digital photography, engineering, film and TV, graphic/
web design, software development, sports medicine, 
and stagecraft. 
     Students can earn certification in that profession 
upon completion of the program or course. 
     This is also the year students should start 
researching colleges they might apply to.

SOPHOMORES
     Freshman who will be sophomores next year need 
to get core classes out of the way. Core classes are 
math, science, English, and social studies. 
     Sophomores are permitted two electives, and it is 
highly recommended that students start, if not finish, 
their modern language classes. 
     District administration made world history a 
mandatory class for all incoming freshman, so next 

year will be the last year sophomores will take world 
history. 
     If students do not have at least one credit in fine 
arts or P.E., they should take those classes this year. 
     Tenth graders should get as many credits out of the 
way as possible. 
     They should also start looking at colleges to find 
out what other credits they might need for specific 
universities. 
     It is never too soon to start thinking about the future 
and what it holds.
     JTED is a very good program that provides career 
and technical education for high-schoolers at no cost 
to students. 
     JTED is recommended for students whose careers 
don’t require a college degree, only certification. 
     Assistant Principal Terri Amonson shared a story 
of a student from Ironwood who took an engineering 
course through JTED. 
     The student finished the internship and got hired to 
a job where the starting paycheck was $70,000. 
     Although this is just one student’s experience, 
JTED offers valuable courses to benefit students. 
     Advanced classes are an option when filling out the 
registration form. 
     However if the student is just starting out with 
advanced classes they might want to take pre-AP 
classes instead. 
     They will also need to talk to their current teacher 
about it and have them sign for them to take that class.
     Registration can be stressful. 
     Just make sure you’re taking the right classes for 
yourself. Students should think about taking classes 
that go with what they enjoy doing. 
     Students should take classes that spark their 
interests and will help them succeed in their high 
school career. They should try their best in whatever 
classes they choose.
     Remember, counselors and teachers are always here 
to help. 
     Be smart Nighthawks.

Annemarie Castrejon
Beginning Reporter

          While many students are off 
reading books and solving equations, 
the engineering students are building 
cool projects. 
     Some of the bigger projects 
including building mousetrap cars and 
catapults. 
     Other smaller projects include solar 
ovens, the marshmallow challenge, 
an aqualibrium water management 
distribution exercise, and puzzle cube.
     Most students look forward to the 
catapult project.
     Glenn Linton, who is also a math 
teacher, is in his fifth year teaching the 
engineering program.
     “The students’ favorite project is 
catapults because they actually get the 
build it themselves from  the ground 
up,” said Linton.
     Linton invites a series of guest 
speakers, who are experts in the field of 

engineering, to speak to and visit with 
his classes. 
     There are two classes in the 
engineering program.
     The Intro to Design class primary 
focuses on autodesk engineering and 
computer programs. 
     Students who want to be in this 
class should be currently enrolled in 
or already passed geometry and have 
strong computer skills.
     One of the popular projects in the 
beginning class is the puzzle cubes. 
     Students combine together small 
cubes that must fit together that must 
fit together with other cubes to create a 
larger cube. 
     It is a complex project, but the results 
are rewarding.
     Sophomore Emiline Segmiller said, 
“My favorite project was the puzzle 
cube project because we got to design a 
fun puzzle using all of the skills we
 learned.”
     Engineering 102 students must be 

enrolled in pre-calculus or higher and 
have a desire to be in the class. 
     Students can choose to get college 
credit for this class through the 
University of Arizona if they pay the 
tuition for the credit. 
     It is in this class that students really 
get to build different projects.
     Junior Adrian Corey enrolled 
in Engineering 102 to prepare for 

college. His class took a field trip to 
the Engineering Department at the 
University of Arizona, and he really 
enjoyed the experience.
     “[We] explored the engineering 
program at U of A and saw some cool 
projects like drones,” said Corey.
     Corey said there isn’t homework in 
these classes, and students complete 
projects in groups and individually. 

     Physics teacher 
Frank ‘Papa’ Wolf 
(center) and Social 
Studies teacher 
Lori Gipson (right)
were awared the 
Ben’s Bells kindness 
award for the month 
of February.
     Groundsperson 
Marcus Palmer 
(left) and Custo-
dian Sissy Brown 
(not pictured) were 
nominated. 
     Ironwood Ridge 
is a kind school, 
and staff members 
continue to be recog-
nized for their kind 
acts on campus.

Photo by 
Matt Munger

February’s Ben’s Bells Recipients

Photo by Alorah Losano  Photo by Brad Boe
LEFT: Luke Dagnillo, junior, exams the work he is doing. He is building a catapult for 
his engineering project.  RIGHT: Two students test their lego cars by racing each other.
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Students learn to remove meat from crab shells

Dual in the desert: IRHS vs. CDO

Elena Gennaro / Isabella Clanfi eld
Beginning Reporters

     Cowboys vs. Giants.
     Celtics vs. 76ers. 
     Alabama vs. Ole Miss. 
     UA vs. ASU.
     In 2001, another rivalry was born 
when Ironwood Ridge High School 
opened its doors: IRHS vs CDO. 
    The high school rivalry between 
the Nighthawks and Dorados has been 
intense over the years as students fi ght 
to give their best in diff erent areas.

Athletics
      Although IRHS and CDO don’t 
always get the chance to face off  in 
many sports, there’s still a strong rivalry 
among the schools when it comes to 
athletics. 
     “We want to play them in all the 
sports,” said Tony Jacobsen, Athletic 
Director.
     IRHS football is consistently ranked 
higher than CDO football. CDO 
is stronger in boy’s basketball and 
defeated the Nighthawks this year, while 
the girl’s basketball team defeated CDO.  

     Girl’s soccer dominates as they are 
the no. 1 seed entering state playoff s. 
Ironwood won the Director’s Cup in 
2016, meanwhile CDO has yet to win 
this award. 
     Jacobsen said, “The Director’s Cup 
is a combination of high quality teams, 
community service, and an overall 
combined grade point average.”  
     “We had seven teams last year that 
had a GPA of 3.5 or better. That’s a 
scholar athlete award, and we had over 
250 students achieve that same award,” 
continued Jacobsen.

Academics 
     Not all schools have the same course 
off erings, and that is defi nitely the case 
with Ironwood and CDO.
     CDO off ers choices in languages: 
Spanish, French, German, and Sign 
Language, while Ironwood only off ers 
Spanish and French. 
     CDO also has an Early Childhood 
Development Program that IRHS 
doesn’t. 
     Both Ironwood and CDO push 
their students academically by off ering 
Advanced Placement (AP) classes, 

     CDO also provides the International 
Baccalaureate Program (IB). Students 
who graduate from the IB Program 
earn a diploma that is accepted by any 
college in the world.
     Ironwood has a journalism program 
and a school newspaper along with 
astronomy, Model UN, psychology, fi lm 
and television, and creative writing.
     Students who seek more 
opportunities to explore the fi ne arts at 
Ironwood have many classes to choose 
from, including music and audio, 
beginning choir, and show choir.
     Both schools have Student 
Government (StuGo) programs that 
host dances. Ironwood’s StuGo holds 
four dances a year: Homecoming, 
Winter Formal, Glow Dance, and Prom, 
while CDO only holds three. CDO’s 
Homecoming is their Glow Dance. 
     The Dorados are known to have 
some pretty good Glow themed 
Homecoming Dances which “is a cool 
thing,” according to Samantha Burgin, 
former StuGo sponsor. 
     Burgin also said, “[IRHS has] the 
tradition of the confetti during the pep 
assembly, [CDO doesn’t] do that.” 

Alumni
     Ironwood and CDO both have 
well-known alumni, including athletes, 
musicians, and politicians. 
     Ironwood graduates include Heather 
O’Connor (2012), cheerleader for the 
Dallas Cowboys,  Jake Fisher (2009), 
Quarterback for U of A, and Kaylor 
Cox (2015), who is a Country Singer on 
YouTube. 
     CDO alumni are Ed Hochuli (1968), 
attorney and retired American Football 
Offi  cial, Ian Kinsler (2000), American 
Professional Baseball Player, Donny 
Toia (2010), Major League Soccer 
Player, and Mark Udall (1968), Former 
United States Senator. 
     IRHS and CDO are both exceptional 
schools, and students should be proud of 
graduating from either school. 
     But we all know the truth: everyone 
wants to be a Nighthawk.

 

Photo by Sidonia Windels
It’s not everyday students have the opportunity to work with seafood. Assistant Prin-
cipal Terri Amonson gave a demonstration to the Culinary II class on how to get crab 
meat out of the shell. Students volunteered to help remove the guts and clean the meat.

Sidonia Windels
Beginning Reporter 

     Students in culinary learn how to 
make a cream cheese frosting with the 
perfect amount of sweetness. They  
learn the best temperature for frying 
potatoes. They learn how to sharpen 
knives. 
     Now students can add getting crab 
meat out of the shell to their list of 
skills. 
     On Jan. 22, Terri Amonson, assistant 
principal, demonstrated how to shake 
Dungeness Crab which means getting 
the meat out of the crab. 
      “The crab was interesting but very 
disgusting because we had to take out 
the guts. Being in culinary helps me be-
cause it has taught me you don’t always 
have to go out to enjoy a meal,” said 
Amanda Lo, sophomore.
     This entire process of removing the 
meat from the crab’s shell took Amon-
son 12 minutes to complete. 
     Amonson started off  the presentation 
by washing the crab. 
     A few students removed the guts 
from the crab. They had to remove the 
gills, mandibles, and rinse everything 
clean. 
     The next step was to break the crab 
in half. 
     This was done by hitting the joints 
against a medal surface and breaking off  
the joints. 
     “I thought it was pretty cool. Crabs 
are very expensive, and the culinary 
fund isn’t that deep for buying crabs,” 
said Bryce Johnston, junior. 
     Amonson grew up in Oregon in a 

family of professional crab fi sherman.
      Her dad, a crab fi sherman in Wash-
ington specifi cally for Dungeness crab, 
would be gone for a very long time. 
     When he was home, it was only for a 
few days. 
     Her mom was a crab shaker, working 
12-hour work days, from 5 a.m.-5 p.m, 
making $7,000 a year. 
     Amonson’s aunt was a crab packer, 
meaning she took the meat from the 
crab and placed it into cans for ship-
ping,.
     Her grandfather was a foreman on 
the loading dock where the fi sherman 
would bring in their catch from the 
day. 
     Amonson’s step-sister and aunt are 
the only ones actively working in the 
industry today.
     Sharing her unique skill with stu-
dents in the culinary program is some-
thing Amonson was excited to do. 
     “It is not a common presentation that 
students and even adults receive. You 
would have to be in the industry,” said 
Amonson.
     Although her entire family worked in 
the fi shing industry, Amonson knew she 
wanted to do something else.
     “It’s a very tough industry. You’re 
dependent on the weather, where to 
locate the crab in a vast ocean, and you 
have to have all the technology to do 
that. It is a very dangerous profession,” 
said Amonson.
     When she was in high school, Amon-
son had a teacher who had helped her in 
so many areas, and she wanted to give 
back. 
     At a very young age, she knew she 

wanted to be in the teaching profession. 
Even after all these years, Amonson still 
remembers how to shake crabs. 
     She learned from a very young age, 
along with the rest of her family, how to 
shake crab.
      As a result, she is very particular 
about the seafood she eats because she 
is used to it being fresh.

     Chef Jean Gowan, culinary arts 
instructor, thought it was worthwhile 
for her culinary students to learn the 
process of removing crab meat from the 
shell. 
      “It was a great experience to work 
with administration in my kitchen. I 
loved being able to be taught something 
instead of teaching,” said Gowan.

Photo courtesy tucsonlocalmedia.com
Norma and Norman are the Ironwood 
Ridge mascots. They pumped up the 
Nighthawks during home games.

Photo courtesy tucson.com 
Canyon Del Oro Dorado mascot runs 
with the fl ag to hype up the crowd in 
the stands.

Photo courtesy azpreps.com 
Ironwood’s logo depicts the strength of a 
Nighthawk in navy and silver.

Photo courtesy Amphi.com  
The Dorados are distinctly known for their 
bright colors and spirited attitudes.

CDO
Students: 1,541

Year Opened: 
1964

Mascot: 
Dorado

IRHS
Students: 1,792

Year Opened: 
2001

Mascot: 
Nighthawk
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Eyes on the road, not on the phone

Comedies take center stage

Riley Weymer
Beginning Reporter

     The drama program debuted its 
student directed One Act Play Festival 
Jan. 30 - Feb. 1. The show consisted of 
two acts, each an hour and a half long. 
     Ben Muckenthaler, senior, directed 
The Very Unmerry Adventures of Robin 
Hood and Ashleigh Davidson, senior, 
directed That’s Not How I Remember It. 
Both were comedies.
     Robin Hood starred senior Nathan 
Wintrode, junior Dallen Taylor, 
sophomores Aidan Ingold and Kendall 
Hicks, freshmen Aiden McCoy and Ty 
Vanselow, and others. 
     The audience followed Robin 
Hood’s adventures as he competed 
to try to win back Sherwood Forest. 
The competitions included contests in 
archery, beauty, and talent.
     “The One Acts Festival was an 
incredible experience. My favorite part 
was performing with people that share 
similar interests with me,” said McCoy, 
who played one of the merry men.
     That’s Not How I Remember It 
starred seniors Conner Taylor and 

Savannah Lawson, junior Samantha 
Adams, sophomore Jake Hart, freshman 
Jake Vicino and others. 
     In this piece, two parents tell 
conflicting stories of how they met. 
The stories conflict in many ways, like 
whether or not there were several fights, 
and where they went on their first date. 
     The show sold out on every night.  
Drama teacher Mary Dickson said her 
favorite part of the entire process was 
getting to see the excitement of the cast 
and directors when the show sold out. 
She also loved seeing how much she’s 
been able to teach her students. 
     “I think that it intrigues more 
students to try their hand at directing. 
I think we discovered a few things 
that can go wrong, and those can be 
prevented in the future. I think the 
quality of the directing and project was 
awesome,” said Dickson.
     A third one act will be presented just 
after spring break. 
     Just Like I Wanted, a drama directed 
by junior Jackson Huffman, was 
scheduled to be performed with the 
other acts, but was moved the final 
semester of school. This piece is about 
suicide, and Principal Matt Munger 
questioned if it was a good idea to have 
two comedies follow such a heavy, 
important topic. 
     “My cast and I have been given 
a great opportunity to talk about a 
relevant topic in today’s schools which 
is suicide. We are removing the show 
‘Just Like I Wanted’ from the one acts 
to tell this story right,” said Huffman.
     The show, scheduled after spring 
break, will be used as an opportunity 
for discussion. Munger plans to have 
speakers discuss suicide and suicide 
prevention after the performance to 
help take away the stigma surrounding 
suicide and provides resources. 
“You just can’t say, ‘Here’s a piece, 
perform it,’ and then touch people’s 
emotions like that, and then just let 
them go because any person in that 
audience at that moment could be in that 
place,” said Munger.

Photo by Lily Losano
Looking at a cell phone, answering a text, or 
checking social media are distractions that can 
prove deadly. 

Abby Maurer / Ian van der Merwe
Beginning Reporters

     Have you ever been in a car when 
the driver‘s phone *beeps* and they 
decide to answer the call or text? Have 
you ever been on your phone while you 
were driving? Be honest. 
     When someone is behind the 
wheel, driving should be their only 
responsibility. Taking eyes off the road 
for even five seconds while driving can 
cause an accident.
     If a person is driving at 45 mph, they 
will travel 66 feet every second. The 
average text takes seven seconds. 
     That’s 462 feet traveled without eyes 
on the road. 

     How important is that text? 
     Senior Reniza Laos said, “I know 
it’s dangerous and against the law, but a 
number of people I know do it.” 
     At least nine people die everyday, 
and thousands are injured because of 
distracted driving.
     According to www.dmv.org, 
accidents resulting from texting and 
driving killed 3,328 people and injured 
421,000 people.  
     Two years ago in Oro Valley, a law 
was passed requiring drivers to be hands 
free of any communication devices.    
     Pima County passed the law last 
year. 
     This means it’s against the law for 
any driver to have a phone in their hand 
while behind the wheel even when they 
are stopped at traffic lights.  
     Up until a few years ago, students at 
Ironwood Ridge could take a driver’s 
education class until it was cut from the 
curriculum.
     Tim Holle, who currently works 
as campus security, taught driver’s 
education at Ironwood from the year 
the school opened in 2001 until it was 
removed from the course offerings. 
     Holle also owns Holle School of 
Driving, a behind the wheel training 
school for new drivers that is not 
affiliated with Ironwood. 
     “The more kids learn about driving, 
the more responsible they’ll be. They’re 
driving a 2,000 pound weapon,” said 
Holle. “The saddest thing in the world is 
to go to a kid’s funeral.” 
     When a driver is texting behind the 
wheel, the first offense is a fine of $50, 

the second offense is increased to $100, 
and for the third $200. In the case an 
accident has occurred, a $250 fine will 
be placed no matter how the accident 
was caused.   
      Brian Carr is one of Ironwood’s 
School Resource Officers (SRO).
     “The biggest thing is the distraction. 
You cannot focus. It’s what we refer 
to as multitasking right. Police officers 
are trained quite a bit for the ability to 
multitask and do different things at the 
same time, but the public, in general, is 
probably not trained in multitasking as 
well as in other professions,” said Carr.
        According to the  website www.
dmv.org, 26% of all car crashes 
involved cell phone use in 2014. 
     In 2015, 42% of teens say they have 
texted while driving and car accidents 
are the leading cause of death in teens. 
     The National Safety Council reports 
that cell phone use while driving leads 
to around 1.6 million crashes each year. 
     Nearly 390,000 injuries occur each 
year from accidents caused by texting 
while driving. One out of every four car 
accidents is caused by texting behind 
the wheel.
      Matt Roth is an SRO at Ironwood.
     “Don’t text and drive. Set a good 
example for siblings and younger kids,” 
said Roth.   
     It’s important to understand the laws 
of driving prior to getting behind the 
wheel. 
     Texting and driving has cost many 
people their lives, and people need to 
change their behavior on the road and 
make responsible decisions. 

Assembled for spirit

Photo courtesy of Mary Dickson
Jake Vicino, freshman, and Savannah Lawson, 
senior, star in That’s Not How I Remember It. 
Rehearsals for the show started in December.

Chloe Nelson
Beginning Reporter

     Winter Formal’s theme, A Night 
of Lights, was held at the Leo 
Rich Theater at the TCC (Tucson 
Convention Center) and was attended 
by approximately 400 students. The 
actual dance was on the theater stage, 
and students could take a break to rest 
in the theater seats. 
     “The dance was fun, and it was way 
more laid back than I thought it would 
be,” said freshman Sara Sciannameo. 
     The dance was open to all 
students, and everyone had a positive 
experience. 
     “I liked dancing with all my friends, 
and the music was really good,” said 
junior Amy Erickson.
     Friday›s pep assembly got students 
excited for formal. StuGo decorated the 
assembly to mirror the floating lights 

scene from Disney’s Tangled. 
     New games and challenges, like a 
lip sync battle, got everyone excited. 
Teachers performed Bohemian 
Rhapsody as social studies teacher 
Mandi Hering did backflips in front of 
the audience. Their competition sang 
In My Feelings by Drake. 
     Pomline was a success with new 
choreography, and the cheerleaders 
performed their latest routine. 
     Excitement hit the court for the 
basketball throw down rematch 
between students and teachers. Once 
again, the teachers dominated.
     Lastly, the class call had seniors 
taking the win and was the most talked 
event after this assembly. It had a lot of  
positive feedback.
     “I thought the class call was the best 
part of the assembly. It was really fun 
to see all the school spirit at once,” said 
freshman Greyson Dunevant.  

Ironwood 
Ridge seniors 
celebrate pep 
assemblies 
by throwing 
confetti in order 
to win the tradi-
tion of class 
calls. Confetti 
and shreds of 
paper can still 
be found in the 
large gym after 
the assembly. 
Seniors consider 
class calls an 
important part 
of assemblies 
because they 
traditionally 
claim victory. 
The senior’s 
theme is “Star 
Spangled Se-
niors,” and red, 
white, and blue 
are the spirited 
colors they wear 
in fun and cre-
ative ways.

Photo by 
Brad Boe 

Holle 
Driving 
School
(520)-342-6211

Basic driving skills
Parallel parking

City driving
Freeway driving

Construction driving

*Mention this ad 
and get $25 off*

$250 for 6 hours of training
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Girls basketball compete in state playoffs  Kautz honored 
with MLK award

Omar Hinton
Beginning Reporter 

     Doug Kautz, math teacher and golf 
coach, was awarded the Martin Luther 
King Coaches for Charity Award at 
the MLK Classic on Jan. 21.    
     Kautz was honored during halftime 
of the varsity basketball game against 
Tucson High at McKale Stadium on 
the University of Arizona campus. 
     “I am very honored to receive this 
reward,” Kautz said.
     In order to be considered for this 
prestigious award, a person must 
meet certain requirements. These 
requirements include being honorable, 
respectful, helpful, and professional. 
     Kautz excels in all of these require-
ments and exemplifies what Dr. King 
advocated for. The honor recognized 
him for his kindness and the contri-
butions he makes to a school-wide 
community.
     Athletic Director Tony Jacob-
sen serves on the Board of Athletic 
Directors and helped in the decision 
making. 
     “Doug Kautz definitely deserves 
the award…[He] is a teacher, coach, 
and a very helpful colleague,” said 
Jacobsen.
     The Coaches for Charity event is 
directed by the state athletic board and 
selects two schools every year to give 
out the award.
     Since this award is decided by the 
Board of Athletic Directors, it is held 
in high regard. 
     Coaches for Charity is a non-profit 
organization that helps raise funds to 
support young people and promote 
healthy and active living. 
     The MLK Basketball Classic is an 
all-day basketball tournament and an 
opportunity for high school students 
to participate at a college venue 
in front of a large and enthusiastic 
crowd. 
     Ironwood’s varsity basketball team 
has participated in the MLK Classic 
since 2009.
     Jacobsen said, “It means a lot for 
Ironwood to be a part of the event.”
     Ironwood’s varsity basketball team 
has participated in the MLK Classic 
since 2009.
     Junior guard Mark Hunter hit four 
clutch free throws in the last ten sec-
onds of overtime after Richie Dowse 
hit a three-pointer at the end of regula-
tion for the Nighthawks. 
     The Badgers pulled ahead in over-
time forcing Ironwood Ridge to stop 
the clock.
     Joseph Shelby scored 30 point to 
help lead the Badgers to victory.

Photo courtesy Matt Munger 
Doug Kautz is presented with the 
Martin Luther King award by Tony 
Jacobsen, athletic director. Kautz was 
recognized during halftime of the an-
nual MLK Classic Basketball Tourna-
ment at McKale Center.

Kaylynn Wade
Beginning Reporter

     The girl’s basketball team won the 
first round of state playoffs on Feb. 7. 
     They played Mountain View at 
home, and the final score was 41-33.
     They played the second round last 
night at 7 p.m., but the results were 
unavailable as of press time.
     The varsity team ended the regular 
season with a solid record of 10-9, as 
well as being ranked no. 15 in their 
conference.
     During the season, the team defeated 
two close rivals: Canyon del Oro and 
Mountain View. 
     Five of their nine players were 
sidelined due to injuries, but the girls 
persevered with challenging games and 
practices. 
     One of the toughest games was the 
Dec. 13 away game against Gilbert.
     The team suffered a 52-point loss 
with the final score being 70-17.
     On Dec. 4, the team earned a hard 

fought victory against Cholla, leading 
the Chargers by 26-points.
     The final score was 51-25.
     The team ended the regular season 
with a positive attitude.
     Center Maddie Toia, senior, who has 
been in the basketball program since her 
freshman year, understands what it takes 
to be successful as the team goes into 
the second round of playoffs. 
     “We’ve come so far this season and 
have been through so much since we’ve 
had to battle through seven different 
injuries. We finally have all but one girl 
back going into playoffs, and we are 
fighting hard to make a deep run into the 
playoffs. We’re not going down without 
a fight,” said Toia.
     The JV record was 5-12. 
     A big win for the JV team came on 
Nov. 30 when they faced Rincon at an 
away game. 
     The final score was 48-32 with Iron-
wood having a 16-point lead. 
     JV was also plagued with injuries, 
which led to an upsetting loss on Dec. 

13 at Gilbert. The final score was 68-18. 
     The JV team beat rival CDO with a 
final score of 39-32. 
     Many players are glad to return to 
the basketball program due to the prepa-
ration and skills they’ve gained in this 
season. Some players appreciated the 
season for what it was.
     “I wouldn’t change anything this 
season. It helped us get closer as a team, 
and we had a good ride. We’ll be back 
and better than ever next season,” said 
JV Center Molly Stephens, sophomore. 
     The wins are what brought them 
close as a team. 
     The freshman team ended the season 
with a record of 4-9. The Dorados lost 
to the Nighthawks on Nov. 29. The final 
score was 31-26. 
     The season had its good memories.
     “The best moments of the season 
were the games where you pull through 
to have a lead in the last minutes of the 
game, and you win off a last minute free 
throw,” said Center Madeline Cesar, 
freshman.

Boys basketball dunks way through season

Charlie Allard
Beginning Reporter 

     The boy’s varsity basketball team 
started off their season strong with a 
score of 74-46 against Desert View last 
November. 
     Since then, the team won eight more 
times, and they ended their regular sea-
son with nine wins and 17 losses. 
     This is an improvement over last 
year’s record of 3-15. 
     Junior Mason Goodman, varsity 
point guard, said, “We have won some 
big games and had some tough losses, 
but we are a young team learning how 
to win.”
     The team started the season with a 
new coach, Lesean Marks. Marks is also 
the head track coach.
     “Being a new coach on campus is 
awesome. Everyone is initially nice 
and wants to see you succeed, but there 

is also that pressure to do everything 
right,” said Marks. 
     Students and athletes believe Marks 
has changed their team for the better 
since he started this season. 
     Richie Dowse, senior, said, “We used 
to be selfish on the court playing basket-
ball, but now we play as a team and are 
brothers. We’ve got each other’s back.” 
     Marks has been working hard with 
his team, and it’s paying off.
     Goodman said, “He's a great coach 
who is changing the culture of our pro-
gram. He's helped us develop a passion 
for hard work.”
     The most unexpected win for the 
team this season was against no. 14 
Buena. 
     The final score was 63-57.
     The most exciting win happened 
at the very beginning of the season on 
Nov. 3 when they played Rincon.
     Junior Trey Cox, shooting guard, hit 

a clutch game-winning shot to win it for 
the Nighthawks. Cox was sidelined due 
to an injured collar bone towards the 
end of the season, as was Kolby Lathrop 
who broke his fibula during one of the 
last practices of the season. 
     Lathrop, a junior, is a power forward.
     “The season has been a roller coaster 
of emotions due to our record and play-
ers getting hurt,” said Cox. 
     Next year’s team has hopes of win-
ning the state championship as the team 
will be made up of mostly seniors. They 
hope to continue improving not only as 
a team but as a family.
   The JV and freshman teams made 
improvements this year, too. Three 
JV players moved up to varsity: Jack 
Allard, Kannon Jewell, and Nicholas 
Martinez, all sophomores.
     Allard, a point guard, said, “I just 
worked really hard all season so I could 
get moved up to varsity.”        

Photo courtesy Matt Munger
Point Guard Jack Allard, sophomore, shoots a 
point on the free throw line at the MLK Clas-
sic in a game against Tucson High.

Photo courtesy Kolby Lathrop
Power Forward Kolby Lathrop, junior, dunks 
on the Marana Tigers during a home game. 
The Nighthawks won this game due to forfeit.

Photo courtesy Joel Chism
Small Forward Joel Chism, senior, dunks on 
Nogales. The Nighthawks lost this game but 
beat them the first time they played them.

Photo by Madeline Cesar
Forward Makayla Holthaus, junior, goes up to 
tip the ball in a one-on-one against a Mountain 
View player.

Photo by Madeline Cesar
Guard Leah Anderson, junior, makes a break 
and dribbles the ball down the court. 
Anderson’s run led to a basket.

Photo by Madeline Cesar
Center Madison Toia, senior, shoots a free 
throw as her teammates wait in case a rebound 
is needed. 
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Girls blaze path to State playoffs

Boys varsity soccer team plays hard, falls short of playoffs
Sage Garcia
Beginning Reporter

     Although they didn’t make it to 
playoffs, it was a solid season for the 
boys soccer teams.     
     The varsity boys started their season 
strong at the Brandon Bean Invitational 
where they lost in quarterfinals
     Brandon Bean was “one of the 
highlights of the season and really fun,” 
said left wing Griffin Sauer, senior.   
     Their overall season record was 
6-12-2. They finished the season no. 26, 
so they did not move onto playoffs.
     Griffin Sauer said, “It’s been rough 
but I still love playing with this team.”                 
     Varsity Coach Erik Wolf said their 
play schedule was one of the most 
challenging.
     Over winter break, the boys played 
in the first year of the Oro Valley 
Invitational. The highlight of the 
tournament was defeating Campo Verde.
     In the Nogales game, the boys put 
two goals in the net in the final two 

minutes of the game. 
     In a game where the momentum and 
score changed significantly in the last 
minutes of play, the boys took home a 
2-1 victory.
     Wolf said the boys fought hard 
during the entire game.
     The boys finished their season with 
an 8-0 victory on senior night against 
Marana. Goalie Connor Weirman, 
senior, got a PK and scored on the their 
goalie.
     The night wasn’t completely 
positive, however.
     Senior Alex Fonseca, striker, broke 
his wrist in the second half.
     Fonseca said, “They told me I broke 
my radius and ulna, and then I found out 
a few days later that I needed surgery. I 
got a plate and screws put in in to fix my 
radius and put it back in place.
     “I have a great team and amazing 
teammates who treat me like a brother 
and back me up in everything,” 
continued Fonseca. 
     Wolf said he is proud of the boys and 

their hard work, He said they “played 
very beautiful soccer.” 
     The JVA boys finished the season 
with an overall record of 3-3-3. 
     JVA freshman player Bennett 
Whitaker said, “This soccer season was 
absolutely fantastic, and I’m looking 
forward to playing again next year.” 
     Their toughest competition was 
Sunnyside, 3-1. 
     Their best played game was Campo 
Verde where they won 2-1. 
     Sophomore Ewan Pate said, “It was 
fun, and the coaches really helped most 
of the team improve.” 
     The JVB record was 4-4-3. 
     JVB Edgar Betancourt, freshman, 
said he had fun playing his first season, 
and his favorite game was their win 
against Salpointe, 5-1. Their best game 
as a team was the 2-0 win against 
Campo Verde.    
     Freshman Mason Rios, JVB player, 
said, “This season was challenging and 
easy at the same time. I had fun with my 
teammates.”

Sage Garcia
Beginning Reporter

     The girl’s varsity soccer team entered 
the first round of playoffs last Saturday 
as the no. 1 seed. 
     They defeated Avondale’s Agua Fria 
High School, 4-0. 
     The game was an aggressive one.
     Varsity captain and striker Bella 
Santavicca, senior, suffered an injury.
     Santavicca said, “During the end of 
the first half, I got my ankle stepped on 
after the play. Luckily I believe nothing 
popped, so most likely it will be just 
a strain on the tendon. The game was 
dirty from the beginning. 
    “Alyssa Kopach was getting 
pummeled by the girls on the other 
team, and I’m very glad she did not 
get hurt. We are going to see how it 
feels during the duration of the week 
but I am expecting to be back for our 
quarterfinals game on Wednesday,” 
continued Santavicca. 
     Their overall season record is 19-3-2. 

     The girls celebrated many victories 
this season including beating Salpointe 
on the Lancer’s field to place first in the 
Brandon Bean Invitational. 
     Center forward Katie Jeffers, junior, 
said, “This has been an extremely 
successful season for us, and it has 
definitely been my favorite season so 
far. 
     “We’ve put in a lot of hard work, and 
it’s exciting to see it pay off,” continued 
Jeffers. 
     Varsity Coach Sean Watkins said 
victories over Catalina Foothills, 
Salpointe, the away game at Higley, and 
the comeback against Tucson High were 
all nice wins. 
     Sean Watkins, varsity coach, said, 
“At times we have worked hard, and 
when we have worked hard, it has paid 
off.” 
     The girls continue running the field 
to the state championship when they  
play Cactus Shadows tonight at 6 p.m. 
on the home soccer field.  
     The JV team had a good season as 

well.
     Their season record was 7-1-1. 
     Lily Slayne, freshman, is one of three 
JV captains on the team. 
     Lily Slayne, center defender, said, “I 
think the season went really well. We 
had many good memories and learned 
from the bad ones. We can use what we 
learned [future] soccer seasons.” 
     Center defender Analee Oropeza, 
another freshman JV captain, said, “It 
was really fun. We love being around 
each other, so we played with a strong 
bond.” 
     Some of the toughest competition 
for both teams this season were Campo 
Verde and Cienega, and they put 
up strong fights in these games that 
challenged them. 
     They also had a high scoring win 
against Sunnyside High School. 
     Varsity Coach Sean Watkins said, “I 
have really enjoyed watching the girls 
grow into the number one seed and 
hopefully we are going to make a long 
run into state.”      

Dominic Martinez
Beginning Reporter

    The girl’s varsity soccer team is 
ranked no. 1 in their division
     They are no. 4 in Arizona.
     They are no. 72 nationally. 
     Sean Watkins is their coach, and 
he scored his 200th win when his 
team won against Sunnyside High 
School on Jan. 22.
     Watkins, who is a math teacher 
on campus, has been coaching soccer 
for 31 years. During his 13 seasons 
coaching the Nighthawks, he has 
taken his team to state 12 times. 
     “The most important thing about 
coaching has changed for me over the 
years, but now it’s all about making 
connections with my players,” said 
Watkins. 
     Forward Bella Santavicca, senior, 
has played for Watkins during her 
four years of high school. 
     “With Watkins, you can really see 
his entire personality, and that is a 
unique thing to have in a single train-
ing season. He lets us be our whole 
selves around him and does not make 
us hold anything back. He pushes us 
and makes us want to succeed so bad 
that it is almost impossible for us not 
to,” said Santavicca. 
     Watkins oversees the entire girls 
soccer program at Ironwood, and 
works with both the varsity and JV 
teams.
     Freshman Jayni Eldridge is a right 
forward on JV. This is her first year 
with Watkins as her coach.
     “Watkins is very hard working 
and determined. He truly wants the 
best for each and every player,” said 
Eldridge. 
    Watkins grew up playing soccer 
in California, went to El Toro High 
School, and studied chemical engi-
neering and played soccer at Golden 
West University.
    His first time coaching was at age 
19 when his brother was on a youth 
soccer team.  
     “To be the coach I am today, it 
took a lot of trial and error. A lot of 
failing. Tons of coaching courses,” 
said Watkins. 
     Watkins said he expects his players 
to always compete. He wants them to 
improve and hopes to instill a sort of 
belief in all his players to get the most 
out of all of them. These things, he 
said, will hopefully result in wins and 
a possible state title.
     Devin Welch has been Watkin’s 
assistant coach for three years at both 
Ironwood Ridge and their FC Tucson 
club team. 
     “He is competitive by nature. 
He has a priority of winning which 
makes him demand perfection in 
training.”  
         His experience, ability to make 
connections, and commitment over 
the years has allowed Watkins to be 
one of the most successful youth soc-
cer coaches in Arizona. 

Soccer coach 
makes his mark

Photo by Jillian Watkins
Varsity Girl’s Soccer Coach Sean 
Watkins enjoys a casual moment with 
his players before a game. He recently 
celebrated his 200th Ironwood win.

Photo by Chris Rouille
Striker Xander Rouille, junior, jumps to 
receive the ball against Cat. Foot at the 
Oro Valley Invitational over winter break.

Photo courtesy Alex Fonseca
The team followed their teammate Alex 
Fonseca, senior, to Urgent Care after his 
injury in the Marana game.

Photo by Jillian Watkins
Striker Katie Jeffers, junior, wins the ball 
and dribbles ahead leaving her opponent 
on the ground during a home game.

Photo by Jillian Watkins
At an away game, senior Alyssa Kopach, 
outside forward, fights her opponent for 
the ball.

Photo by Jillian Watkins
Midfielder Mia Burrous, senior, aggres-
sively battles for possession of the ball in 
a game against Rincon.

Photo by Chris Rouille
Defender Josh Rulney, junior, pushes into 
his opponent to gain the upper hand and 
clear the ball to protect the goal.
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Six wrestlers placed at state competition

Elena Gennaro
Beginning Reporter

     Wrestling, like all winter sports, has come to an end. 
     This year’s varsity team qualified ten wrestlers for 
state, and six placed at the competition. 
     Tyler Rokop, junior, placed second in the 132lb 
class, Payton Billings, senior, placed second in the 
152lb class, Jose Beltran, junior, placed second in the 
170lb class, Chance Sasser, senior, placed second in 
the 182lb class, Avery Parker, junior, placed fourth in 
the 160lb class, and Santana Gomez, junior, placed 
sixth in the 220lb class.
     “I was proud of how far the team has come and that 
I placed second,” said Billings.
    In the regular season, the team’s best competition 
was at their last home match on Jan. 16. 
     They beat the Mountain View Lions, who have a 
strong wrestling team.
     “It was a huge win,” said Joseph Kline, who has 
been the Varsity Coach for the past three years.
     They faced their toughest competition at the Flow-
ing Wells Invitational on Dec. 12, where they com-
peted against out of state teams. 
      It was a difficult tournament, and they placed 
eighth out of 35. 
     They also competed in a three-day-tournament in 
California and placed second out of 32 teams. 
     After this victory, the athletes went to Six Flags to 

have fun and relax. 
     “My best memory was going to Six Flags after we 
won our tournament,” said sophomore Wyatt Nelson.
     There were no injuries during the season.
     That changed on the first day of state competition. 
     Brent Ward, sophomore, suffered a back injury in 
the first match at state. 
     Earlier this season, Ward defeated the wrestlers 
who placed first and second at state in his weight 
class. 
     “Unfortunately he was not able to continue and had 
to forfeit the rest of his matches,” said JV player Ethan 
De Silva. “[Ward] would have done very well at state, 
but he is young and has a bright future ahead of him.”  
     The JV team has been strong, too. 
     Because the JV team only competes in three or four 
tournaments per year, many JV players compete in 
the varsity tournaments, and sometimes against other 
varsity wrestlers.
     Junior Nathan Merz said his best memory of the 
season was going to varsity tournaments.  
     The atmosphere between the players is positive, 
     “It is a nice big family,” Merz said. 
     Their goal was to be one of the top three teams in 
the state. They placed no. 4, yet they are looking to 
improve next year.     
     “The team is happy with their performances, but 
they know they can do better.” De Silva said, “ Hope-
fully we can take first next year.” 

Photo courtesy Joseph Kline
This year’s vasity team  placed no. 4 in the state competi-
tion at Prescott Valley High School Feb. 8-9.

Photo courtesy Joseph Kline
Junior Santana Gomez placed sixth at the state competi-
tion. 

                            Photo courtesy Joseph Kline
Senior Chance Sasser competed at sectionals and placed 
second at state.

                            Photo courtesy Joseph Kline
Sophomore Brent Ward qualified and competed at state, 
but he got injured in the first round.

 
This Spring, make a commitment to safety and injury 
prevention. Consider some of the  
following:   
 
 Always wear your seat belt.  
 Don’t drive distracted, HANDS FREE OV.  
 Have working smoke alarms in your home.  
 Have a home fire escape plan and practice it 

with your family, including pets.  
 Always pull to the right for emergency vehicles.  
 
For more ideas on how to implement safety into 
your everyday routines, visit www.grfdaz.gov and 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

The Golder Ranch 
Fire District wishes 
you and your family 

a safe and happy  

Spring semester!  
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